APPENDIX 2

                      Department of Geography

University of Cambridge

FIELDWORK RISK ASSESSMENT

The purpose of this form is to ensure that those members of the Department involved in fieldwork undertake an appropriate assessment of the hazards they might encounter; the risks associated with them; the likelihood of a risk arising; and the risk minimisation and avoidance strategies they intend to adopt.

This form is to be used by all members of the Department: staff leading field classes; staff (including research staff) undertaking field research; graduate students undertaking field research; undergraduates doing dissertation field research.

The form is as simple to use as the Department’s Safety and Security Committee can make it, consistent with the need to encourage proper attention to questions of risk. The table on the reverse is where the assessment process is undertaken, but there are some basic questions below to be completed initially.

	
	Please provide information requested below

	A. Name


	Aaron Curtis

	B. Position/course

(UL, RA/M.Phil. (title?), BA)
	BA Geography

	C, College


	Robinson

	D. Name of: 

PI (for research staff),
Supervisor (for graduate students),
Director of Studies (undergraduates)
	Dr S T Trudgill

	E. Name of a personal contact to be used in the event of an accident:
	Professor James Hickson

	F. Address of personal contact:


	

	G. Phone number of personal contact:
	

	Details of fieldwork
	

	(i) Where are you going?


	Loser plateu, Totes Gebirge region of Austrian Alps. Base camp is in town of Bad Aussee.

	(ii) What will you be doing there?


	Scientific investigation of cave microclimates and morphological features coupled with original cave exploration.

	(iii) When will you be there?


	7th July to 18th August.


Now please complete the form overleaf. You should consider the hazards you might encounter (eg busy roads, dark streets, cliffs, deep or running water); the risks associated with them (eg road accidents, being attacked, falling, drowning or being swept away); and your measures for minimising or avoiding these risks.
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RISK ASSESSMENT

	What hazards do you perceive you might experience while undertaking this fieldwork?
	What are the risks associated with these hazards
	What do you consider is the likelihood of your being exposed to this risk?
	How do you propose to avoid or reduce the likelihood of being exposed to the risk?
	If you consider the risk requires that (a) you take advice locally, or (b) you inform someone locally of your intentions, who  would this be?

	Difficult surface terrain


	Falling while hiking or conducting surface work
	High
	Good footwear. Rucksacks will not be overloaded or loaded in a topheavy manner—heavy items such as the top camp first aid kit must not be strapped to the outside of packs (this caused injury several years ago).
	N/A

	Inclement weather while hiking or camping
	Hypothermia
	High
	Survival bags will be carried at all times. A robust top camp will be under a natural arch for shelter but extra rain protection will include tarps and waterproof bivi bags for sleeping.
	Dachstein weather service

	Rockfalls while caving
	Injury
	Medium
	Helmets worn at all times when near cave entrances or inside of caves. “No solo caving” rule. Callout system. Personal first aid kit carried undergournd.
	Austrian cave rescue service will be contacted in case of emergency. They are already informed of our presence through communications with Landesreigering (local government)

	Disorientation while caving
	Hypothermia, dehydration, mild hunger
	Medium
	All groups will carry laminated surveys of the area to be visited in their boots. “No solo caving” rule. Callout system.
	

	Failure of caving anchors or other equipment
	Injury
	Low
	The club’s “five year plan” of gear rotation will be adhered to to ensure all gear is in good condition. Ropes will be checked before and after use. Standard alpine caving safety practice such as always maintaining two points of attachment, maintaining more than one anchor, and rebelays or rope protectors to avoid rope rub. Cavers will double check that each other’s central mallions are done up and harness straps are doubled back. Personal first aid carried underground.
	

	Vehicle accident or breakdown
	Injury, Stranding
	High
	Seatbelts to be worn at all times. In the event of an emergency, police, and insurance will be contacted immediately. Local driving laws will be followed at all times; this means all vehicles will have an orange safety vest, and headlight deflectors. All vehicles will also carry spare tires, jumper cables, and jacks for tire replacement.
	N/A

	Cooking accidents
	Scalding, burns, cuts
	High
	Cooking at top camp is conducted only on a designated flat stone, and on a table in the food tent at base camp. While cooking, a squatting or standing posture will be adopted; never sitting.
	N/A

	Unsanitary conditions
	Water-bourne illness, food-bourne illness, E. Coli
	Low
	Water at top camp is collected from rainwater and directly from melting snow. Water is stored into a siphoning system with three 100 litre drums. The drums will be washed and bleached before use, and then remain closed for the duration of the expedition. Soap and brillo pads for washing cutlery and mess tins will be kept in good supply at top camp and base camp. Care will be taken with raw meat and eggs. Excreting at top camp is done only in a designated grike. Toilet paper is lit on fire and dropped into grike, and hands must be washed or sanitized after use.
	N/A


If there are further hazards and risks, please add another form.

When you have completed the form, you should give it to the person named in D overleaf. The person named there should appraise the form, discuss it with you if it seems necessary, and should then sign it below and pass it to the Departmental Safety Officer. In the case of a member of the academic staff who completes the form in respect of a field course activity, it should be given to the field course leader, and thence to the Safety Officer.

SIGNATURE OF PERSON IN BOX D OVERLEAF:



                                                     DATE:

Ref: VRF/Part II Exams 2004-2005/Risk Assessment form

