Preliminary Research Ethics Self-Assessment Form
(Undergraduate)
	
	Please provide information requested below

	A. Name 
	Aaron

	B. College
	Robinson

	C. Director of Studies
	Dr S T Trudgill

	D. Nature of Fieldwork. 


	Microclimatic monitoring of caves and observation of morphology to investigate the role of condensation.

	E. Will any of the proposed research be intrusive to people or the environment?  If so, how will you minimise this?
	Much of the research will occur in virgin caves and we will need to be extremely careful to preserve the environment. Conservation tape will be placed to protect delicate formations, and absolutely no litter will be left in any cave. While it will be nessecary to place bolts in some vertical sections, we will minimize this by using natural belays whenever possible.

	F. If questioned by a third party, how will you be able to justify the purpose of your investigation?
	The role of condensation in cave microclimates has implications for spelegenesis, karst water balance, and cave response to climate change. Such studies have been carried out in Russia and Ukriane, but caves in the Alps have yet to be investigated. The location and time of year of our study is ideal to produce maximum condensation.

	G. Describe, where relevant, any special consideration you will give to potentially vulnerable groups or individuals e.g. children; elderly people, etc.
	The reseach does not involve interaction with vulnerable groups. However, we must respect the other groups using the area by informing them of our presence and maintaining a low profile.

	H.  Please explain any special environmental considerations you will need to take into account.
	We must strive to preserve the cave environment as well as possible. As the study will occur in an Austrian national park, preservation of the above ground environment is also crucial and again we will adhere to a leave nothing, take nothing policy with the exception of some top camp gear which is kept from year to year in a designated cave entrance.

	I.  Are you aware of the Data Protection Act?  What provision have you made to comply with the Act?
	No personal information will be collected when carrying out this dissertation. 

	J. Does your research require the informed consent of participants? How will you ensure this?
	No. Volunteers may assist in placing and retrieving sensors, and will be acknowledged in the final report.

	K. What steps will you take to ensure the confidentiality of your respondents (note that others will read your work)?
	N/A

	L. What steps will you take to ensure that you cannot be considered to be guilty of plagiarism? 
	Cite all sources and reference materials completely.


Signature of Student…………………………………………..Date……………………………….
DoS Signature..............................................………….Date.......…….......................

Directors of Studies sign this form to confirm that Undergraduates have selected research methods appropriate to the subject of the research, and in doing so have taken appropriate steps to ensure that both the personal and the project ethical requirements are understood, and that ethical problems associated with the project as discussed have been minimised.

