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"OLD BLUE"

An 1lwm diameter Mammut mountaineering rope of kernmantel construction was
purchased in a California cliwbing shop in 1971. The rope is distinguished
by a predominately blue mantel, a gencrally 'tatty’ appearance and an obvious
break in the mantel about five mabers irem cne epd. - hence the nane "0ld
Blue". “his rope served faithfully as a principal climbing rope for overx
five active seasgons in the Sierra Hovada mountains of California. She never
let me down.

'the rope wak orxdinarily used 50-70 days per year with perhaps six pitches of

100 feet each as a typical climbing day. During wost of tho early use, I was

a cautieus bzginner slowly increasing my standaxd of climbing and "Old Blue"

was rarely called upon to hold a modest fall. Short falls of 2-3 meters that
bhegan near the topmost point of protection ccourred every few climbing days

but these mostly involved rope stwxetch. When there is 25 npoters of rope bhatween
the climber and belayer the rope can easily stretch anG¥ensugh to cavse a 2 m
fall. whe first serious fall cccurred after 2} years of use. :

A £all of 30 m lasts for seconds and there is plenty of tima to be scared.
1'1d climbed an casy crack for 20 m straight up from a narxow belay ledge,

. placing chocks for protection as I climbed. From the top, an easy Lraverse
~across a pockmarked face led upward toward ancther crack - bui: stopped a fow
meters short. There had been no cracks across the face in which one could
place protection so when I slipped from a wet move, the fall was about 30 m -
ending not far above the belayer. This fall was almost free ¢n a stecp face
and involved some penduluming. As I hung on the end, the rope was only sup-
ported at the top kralx. after the fall a 2 cm segrenk of reope that was at
the krals felt more soft and pliable than adjacent scctions although the sheath
was not damaged. Nevertheless, I continued to use the rope &3 my sole life-
line while leading climbs.

Abecut 1974 I became a more scrious climber; thai is, I was one of tho hoetter
climbers in an active axea and continually tried to ascend more difficult
rock. Consequently, short falls became common as I searched for and pushed
my personal Jimitations., These falls caused no apparent damage to the rope.
My next damaging fall occurred in 1975,

This fzall was only about 15 m but it was serious hecause there was only about
2 m of rope betwaen the topmost protection that rcmained in place and the
belay. The climber was aboul 7 m above this protection before falling and
essentially fell free withouk touching the overhanging face. The bkalay was
by a Sticht plate tied to the anchor so no human body intesrvened; this doubt--
less provided a stiffer anchor than the usual body belay. The rope near the
top krabp was distorted - after the fall it felt smaller in diometer and had
smallexr bending stiffness than adjacent sections.

Aftex this f£all, "0ld Blue" was no longer used as a climbing rope bul was
ralegated to the jgnominicus role of hauling 40kg sacks of gear up big walls
during multiday climbs. This is a wearing role as the rowe is often drawn
up over edges while wnder tension., This rope survived almost 2km of such
sage before being retired.
3Ll Stronge
1934
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